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THE C A T A L A N  INSTITUTE 
O F  T E C H N O L O G Y  
THE "INSTITUT CATALA DE TECNOLOGIA" IS A 
FOUNDATION PROVIDING TECHNICAL SERVICES FOR 
COMPANIES AND PROFESSIONALS, SO AS TO HELP THEM 
ADAPT TO DEVELOPMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY. 
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he "lnstitut Catala de Tecnolo- 
gia" (ICTI is a private, non- 
profit-making foundation crea- 
ted in May 1986 under the initiative of 
the Catalan Association of Industrial En- 
gineers. Subsequently, the board of di- 
rectors was formed by representatives 
from the majority of public and private 
Catalan institutions -the autonomous 
government, Barcelona City Council, 
Universities, Chamber of Commerce, the 
Economists Association, etc.- and from 
the Ministry of Industry, and a number 
of personalities. 
The ICT's main object is to provide tech- 
nical support for companies and profes- 
sionals, so as to help them adapt to 
developments in technology. Basically, 
its field of action covers Catalonia, 
though it also offers some services to 
the rest of Spain and even to companies 
froni other countries. 
The abilities of companies to adapt to 
the conditions around them has always 
been a key factor in their vitality and 
future prospects, and there is no doubt 
that today, at the end of the eighties, 
this adaptability has become vital, not 
only to make companies more competi- 
tive and win over a growing share of 
the market, but also to ensure their sur- 
vival in a lively field which is  increas- 
ingly demanding and competitive. 
At the same time, professionals in gen- 
eral also need to evolve continuously: 
to specialise in the new technologies 
which are rapidly being introduced into 
production processes, to reconvert 
themselves, or simply to keep abreast 
of developments in their particular field. 
In the field of the public administrations, 
at al1 levels, the challenge consists in 
forming policies for industry and tech- 
nology which are in tune with the reality 
they intend to influence, and make sure 
they are put into practice with the maxi- 
mum efficiency and in keeping with the 
aims in mind. 
Because of the irnportance of this conti- 
nuous need to adapt to developments 
in technology, one of the defining 
characteristics of the more advanced in- 
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dustrial countries has been the birth and 
consolidation of a rich fabric of Interme- 
diate lnstitutions capable of offering the 
private sector, and more especially the 
small and medium-sized companies, 
whose financia1 possibilities are more 
limited, a series of advanced services 
and, at the same time, of putting into 
practice the administration's technical 
policies, thus bringing them closer to the 
people they are directed towards. 
It is precisely in this field of intermediate 
institutions, insufficiently developed in 
our country, that the activities and ser- 
vices provided by the ICT are situated. 
The work of the ICT covers three speci- 
fic fields: training, technical information 
and assessment. 
In the field of training, the ICT, with its 
School of Technology, is  tackling one of 
the main bottle-necks being produced 
by  adaptation to technological 
changes: the severe shortage of spe- 
cialist technicians in industry. The School 
of Technology follows criteria of co-ordi- 
nation and complementarity with univer- 
sity training and has a highly flexible 
approach which allows it, for example, 
to organise training programmes di- 
rected at specific companies. It organ- 
ises three types of course: reconversion 
courses, which allow a link between the 
surplus in scientific graduates and the 
shortage of technicians; high level spe- 
cialist courses in the new technologies, 
especially information technologies; 
and, more broadly, the in-service train- 
ing programmes. 
As regards technical information, the 
ICT offers a wide range of services, 
from the sale of technical regulations -it 
is the AENOR Territorial Centre in Cata- 
lonia- and access to international data 
banks, to the preparation of tailor- 
made reports, or its technical informa- 
tion service to exporters -SIVEX-, which 
is  intended as an efficient means of 
overcoming the technical barriers that 
prevent our products' penetration of the 
international markets. 
In the field of assessment, the ICT's acti- 
vities are concentrated in different 
areas: 
- Industrial quality: assessment service 
to help companies introduce quality 
control systems according to interna- 
tional regulations, and to reduce wast- 
age through poor quality. The ICT takes 
part in the quality promotion pro- 
grammes carried out by the public 
administration in Catalonia. 
- Urban technologies: computer assess- 
ment service for local administrations 
and hospitals. lnformation service on 
hospital technologies and elaboration 
of technical specifications for municipal 
installations. Local technological pro- 
motion. 
- Advanced telecommunications ser- 
vices; assessment services for compa- 
nies on the most suitable system for effi- 
cient management of telecommunica- 
tions resources. At the request of the 
administration, the ICT contributes to 
the promotion of the EEC's STAR Pro- 
gramme throughout Spain. 
- Technological assessment service: di- 
rected mainly at small and medium- 
sized businesses, identifying and ana- 
lysing problems of technological obso- 
lescence in industry, and proposing 
possible strategic plans for efficient ma- 
nagement of this variable which is vital 
to the company's ability to compete. 
- Technology transfer service: aimed at 
allowing industry to use and assimilate 
technologies available on an internat- 
ional level, through participation in net- 
works of technological intermediaries. 
The ICT takes part in the EEC's SPRINT 
Programme. 
The present level of development of the 
ICT's services demonstrates the viability 
and the future potential of this sort of 
independent, privately-run intermediary 
institution at the service of industry, in 
co-ordination with the different public 
administrations. Already today, the ICT 
is an important element in the re- 
launching of Catalonia, and in the sup- 
port of her industrial fabric's adaptation 
to technological developments. ¤ 
